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This paper will discuss the hermeneutics outlined in this seminal Yogacara text, root verses by
Maitreya and commentary by Vasubandhu. In particular, it will address the concept of a
soteriological hermeneutic. For a vast number of reasons, Buddhist scholarship in its
endeavour to gain legitimacy in the eyes of Western philosophers, has tended to marginalise
the soteriological aspects of Buddhism, especially in Yogacara Buddhism. Through an analysis
of this important work, this paper will illustrate the significance of the role played by
soteriology in Buddhist intellectual thought, and analyse the reasons why this concept is not
included in most discourses on Buddhist philosophy.
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